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Overview

ELA Common Core State 
Standards

Anchor Standards       
(Reading, Writing, Listening & Speaking, Language)

Grade Level Standards



College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards K-12
 Ten anchor standards for each area

 Reading
 Writing
 Listening & Speaking
 Language

 In most cases, every grade level has a standard 
tied each anchor standard



Reading



Common Core State Standards for 
Reading
Grades K-5
 Reading

 Literature
 Informational Text
 Foundational Skills

Grades 6-12
 Reading

 Literature
 Informational Text

 Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical 
Subjects



Spiral Staircase in Literature

Key Ideas and Details

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students:

K.1 With prompting and 
support, ask and answer 
questions about key 
details in a text.

1.1 Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details in a text.

2.1 Ask and answer such 
questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and 
how to demonstrate 
understanding of key 
details in a text.

Grade 3 Students Grade 4 Students Grade 5 Students

3.1 Ask and answer 
questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the 
answers.

4.1 Refer to details and 
examples in a text when 
explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text.

5.1 Quote accurately from 
a text when explaining 
what the text says 
explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text. 

Anchor Standard 1
Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text.



Key Shifts In Reading from 1997 
Standards
 Shift 1: Balancing Informational & Literary Texts (K-5)

 Shift 2: Knowledge in the Disciplines (Grades 6-12)

 Shift 3: Text Complexity

 Shift 4: Text-based Answers

 Shift 5: Depth of Knowledge

 Shift 6: Academic Vocabulary



Writing



Common Core State Standards for 
Writing
Grades K-12 (including content area courses)
 Text Types and Purposes
 Production and Distribution of Writing
 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
 Range of Writing 



Common Core State Standards for 
Writing (K-12)
Text Types and Purposes
1. Opinion & Argument
2. Informative/Explanatory
3. Narrative

Production and Distribution 
of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent 

writing. Organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen 
writing by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach.

6. Use technology to produce 
and publish writing and to 
collaborate with others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short and sustained research 

projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from 
multiple sources, assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source, and 
integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended and 

shorter time frames for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.



Spiral Staircase in Writing

Text Types and Purposes

Kindergarteners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students:

K.1 Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose opinion
pieces in which they tell a 
reader the topic or the name 
of the book they are writing 
about and state an opinion 
or preference about the topic 
or book (e.g., My favorite 
book is . . .).

1.1 Write opinion pieces in 
which they introduce the 
topic or name the book they 
are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply a reason for 
the opinion, and provide 
some sense of closure. 

2.1 Write opinion pieces in 
which they introduce the 
topic or book they are 
writing about, state an 
opinion, supply reasons that 
support the opinion, use 
linking words (e.g., because, 
and, also) to connect opinion 
and reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or 
section.

Anchor Standard 1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 



Text Types and Purposes

Grade 3 Students: Grade 4 Students: Grade 5 Students:
3.1 Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons.
a. Introduce the topic or text
they are writing about, state an 
opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that 
lists reasons.
b. Provide reasons that support 
the opinion.
c. Use linking words and 
phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, 
for example) to connect 
opinion and reasons.
d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section.

4.1 Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons and 
information. 
a. Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an opinion, and 
create an organizational 
structure in which related ideas 
are grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose.
b. Provide reasons that are 
supported by facts and details.
c. Link opinion and reasons 
using words and phrases (e.g., 
for instance, in order to, in 
addition).
d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to 
the opinion presented.

5.1 Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons and 
information.
a. Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an opinion, and 
create an organizational 
structure in which ideas are 
logically grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose.
b. Provide logically ordered 
reasons that are supported by 
facts and details.
c. Link opinion and reasons 
using words, phrases, and 
clauses (e.g., consequently, 
specifically).
d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to 
the opinion presented.



Text Types and Purposes

Grade 6 Students Grade 7 Students Grade 8 Students

6.1 Write arguments to support 
claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence
a. Introduce claim(s) and 
organize the reasons and 
evidence clearly.
b. Support claim(s) with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence, 
using credible sources and 
demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or 
text.
c. Use words, phrases, and 
clauses to clarify the 
relationships among claim(s) 
and reasons.
d. Establish and maintain a 
formal style.
e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows 
from the argument presented.

7.1 Write arguments to support 
claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence 
a. Introduce claim(s), 
acknowledge alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence 
logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or 
text.
c. Use words, phrases, and 
clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a 
formal style.
e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows 
from and supports the argument 
presented.

8.1 Write arguments to support 
claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence 
a. Introduce claim(s), 
acknowledge and distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence 
logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or 
text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses 
to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a 
formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented.



Key Shifts In Writing from 1997 
Standards
 Shift 1: Expect students to compose arguments 

and opinions, informative/explanatory pieces, and 
narrative texts

 Shift 2: Focus on the use of reason and evidence to 
substantiate an argument or claim

 Shift 3: Emphasize ability to conduct research –
short projects and sustained inquiry

 Shift 4: Require students to incorporate 
technology as they create, refine, and collaborate 
on writing

 Shift 5: Develop constructed responses when 
answering questions related to a text



Summary
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